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Last Week: 

I. TRUE GODLY ZEAL CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH THE RELIGIONS OF THIS WORLD 
 
The Pharisees and Sadducees had both grown out of a group of Jews who were Zealots.  A zealot was 
one who was an uncompromising partisan - one who had a fanatical commitment.  THE APOSTLE 
SIMON WAS A ZEALOT 
 
II. TRUE GODLY ZEAL CANNOT BE CONDONED BY THE RELIGIOUS OF THE WORLD   
 

As long as Paul went the way of Religion he was free from persecution.   

III. This week 

III. TRUE GODLY ZEAL CANNOT BE CONCEALED FROM THOSE SEEKING RELIGION   IN THE 
WORLD 
 
TRUE GODLY ZEAL STANDS OUT IN STRIKING CONTRAST TO ALL OF MAN'S EFFORTS TO REACH 
UP TO GOD. 
 

THOSE THAT TRULY KNOW GOD, KNOW THAT IT IS GOD REACHING DOWN TO US.) 
 
 See Psalm 69:5-9.  DAVID’S ZEAL  was evident to all who were around the Psalmist.  
that's the thing about TRUE ZEAL; you can't hide it!   
 

Psa 69:5  O God, You know my foolishness; And my sins are not hidden from You.  
Psa 69:6  Let not those who wait for You, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed because of me; Let not those 

who seek You be confounded because of me, O God of Israel.  
Psa 69:7  Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; Shame has covered my face.  
Psa 69:8  I have become a stranger to my brothers, And an alien to my mother's children;  
Psa 69:9  Because  zeal for Your house  has eaten me up, And the reproaches of those who 

reproach You have fallen on me.  
 
 
Those who have TRUE ZEAL for God always stand out in a Crowd 
    
     
MOSES -   Exodus 32:15-18 and 19-20.  YOU CAN BE USED TO TURN GOD'S PEOPLE BACK TO GOD. 
 
Exo 32:15  And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the Testimony were 

in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on the other they were written.  
Exo 32:16  Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God engraved on the 

tablets.  
Exo 32:17  And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a noise 

of war in the camp."  
Exo 32:18  But he said: "It is not the noise of the shout of victory, Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, But the 

sound of singing I hear."  
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Exo 32:19  So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses' anger 

became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.  
Exo 32:20  Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to 
powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 
 
       
 PHINEAS -    in another crowd  Numbers  25:(6-9) 11-13     
 
Num 25:6  And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to his brethren a Midianite woman in 

the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping at 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  

 
Num 25:7  Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among 

the congregation and took a javelin in his hand;  
Num 25:8  and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of 

Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague was stopped among the children of Israel.  
 
 
Num 25:11  "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath 

from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal among them, so that I 
did not consume the children of Israel in My zeal.  

 
Num 25:12  Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:  
Num 25:13  And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting 

priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.  
 
    
YOU,(as did Phineas) CAN ENJOY TRUE PEACE WITH GOD WHEN YOU SERVE HIM WITH 
ZEAL 
 
 
   
EZRA - Ezra 9:1-4 and 10:1-5   "he was so grieved by the sins  of the Israelites and so ZEALOUS for God's 
cause that he tore   his clothes, pulled hair from his head and beard, threw   himself to the ground, and wept 
and prayed  before the house   of God-- because of his ZEAL --- Israel repented! 
       
Ezr 9:1  When these things were done, the leaders came to me, saying, "The people of Israel and the priests 

and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, with respect to the 
abominations of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, 
the Egyptians, and the Amorites.  

Ezr 9:2  For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, so that the holy 
seed is mixed with the peoples of those lands. Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rulers has been 
foremost in this trespass."  

Ezr 9:3  So when I heard this thing, I tore my garment and my robe, and plucked out some of the hair of my 
head and beard, and sat down astonished.  

Ezr 9:4  Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel assembled to me, because of the 
transgression of those who had been carried away captive, and I sat astonished until the evening sacrifice. 
 
 YOU TO CAN BE USED TO BRING MEN TO REPENTANCE    
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ISAIAH -  In another multitude - Isaiah 6:1-4 and 8. here am I   
        
  in the midst of the Myriad of ministering spirits Isaiah asked to be used of God!  Not awed by others but 
overcome  with Zeal.  
 
YOU CAN BE USED TO ACCOMPLISH MORE THAN THE MIGHTY HOSTS OF HEAVEN 
 
Not all ZEAL reveals itself in the exact same way.    
 
 Moses DEALT with a NATION AS ONE.    
 Phineas DEALT WITH ONE in a nation.    
 Ezra ACTED AS ONE in a nation.   

• And Isaiah RESPONDED AS ONE  who was willing to go to his nation.. 
 
BUT TRUE GODLY ZEAL IS ALWAYS REVEALED AND NEVER CONCEALED! 
 
Zeal begets repentance and repentance begets REVIVAL. 
 
BUT AS WITH MOSES AND PHINEAS AND EZRA AND ISAIAH IT MUST BEGIN IN THE HEART OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL. 
 
 
"...JESUS went up to Jerusalem; and found in the temple..." ... people, things and activities which were 
not evil in themselves BUT which had no place in the TEMPLE OF GOD. 
 
Do you have a  ZEAL for GOD today.  Is it the type of ZEAL that Moses had when he confronted the nation or 
the type that Phineas had when he slew the adulterer or that of Ezra as he humbled himself before God 
Almighty in the sight of the nation or LIKE JESUS when he purged the TEMPLE. 
 
You may not have the ear of the nation as did Moses    
OR  the conscience of a nation as did Phineas    
OR the eye of the nation as did Ezra   
BUT IF YOU ARE A CHILD OF GOD THEN HE HAS GIVEN YOU THE OVERSIGHT OF THE TEMPLE OF 
GOD IN THIS AGE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
IF YOU WANT A TEMPLE TO CLEANSE--LOOK IN THE MIRROR.! 1 COR.3:16 AND 6:19. 
 

(I heard a Christian comedian the other day talking about the fact that our bodies are the 
temple of God in this age. ‘In that case” he said, “I am a mega-church”) 
 

The Jews that Jesus dealt with had turned the temple of God into a profitable venture.  They had 
commercialized the feasts of God and the celebrations of His Greatness with the making of a fast buck.  
What had started out good had gone bad and needed to change. 
 
Perhaps today we are even more guilty.  We have replaced the oxen sheep and doves with chocolate rabbits 
and rednosed reindeer and painted eggs. 
   

There may not be any money changers at the doors to our churches but I am sure that some of them 
will let you “charge” your tithe and offering.   

 
The motives of those who had begun to sell at the temple were originally good.   
BUT, This Was The Only Part Of The Temple That The Gentile Ever Saw!!! 
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Likewise in the churches today.  Many times all that the world sees are our outward Christmas and Easter 
wrapping and not the inner workings of God in our DAILY LIVES. 
 
These men in the temple courtyard could have taken action on their own to correct the problem – 
instead, they had to wait for the Lord to come and Clean up their act.   
 
Will the church do likewise today? 
 
WELL, I CAN'T CLEAN UP THE CHURCHES ACT.  WHY NOT?  YOU ARE THE CHURCH!. 
 
EXHIBIT A LITTLE ZEAL FOR THE LORD AND TAKE A LITTLE REPROACH FOR HIS NAME AND YOU 
MIGHT BE SURPRISED AT WHAT GOD CAN BEGIN TO DO IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR CHRIST. 
 
Illustration for v. 17  DB March 20, 1983: 
 
"The 17th century English pastor Richard Baxter said he preached with great intensity because he saw 
himself as a dying man ministering to dying people.  He always spoke as if he were preaching his last sermon 
and as if his listeners were hearing their last message.  And what a schedule he maintained for 50 years!  On 
each Monday and Tuesday he spent 7 hours instructing the children of his parish, not omitting even one.  On 
Wednesday he went from house to house to make sure that the material needs of the widows, the aged, and 
the infirm were met.  During the rest of the week he prepared his sermons and wrote books-- a total of 160 
volumes.  As a result of his ministry the town of Kidderminster was transformed.  It had been a place of 
sexual immorality and other vices, but it became a village in which almost every household honored God, 
read the Bible, and prayed.  Baxter's consuming zeal had paid off." 
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